-28- 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of entering text into a device 
comprising: 

a) providing a first character input that 
is indicative of a first character of 
a text entry word; 

b) capturing a vocalization of the text 
entry word; 

c) identifying a probable word candidate 
for the vocalization based upon the 
first character input and an analysis 
of the vocalization; and 

d) displaying the probable word 
candidate . 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
capturing step b) begins in response to the providing 
step a) . 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
capturing step b) begins prior to the providing step 
a) . 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends after a predetermined period 
of time. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends after an end to the 
vocalization is detected. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
providing step a) includes pressing a key 
corresponding to multiple characters. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the providing step a) includes pressing and 

holding a key; and 
the capturing step b) begins in response to 

the providing step a) . 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends after a predetermined period 
of time. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the 
capturing step ends when the key is released. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
identifying step c) includes: 

producing a list of probable word 
candidates based upon an analysis of 
the vocalization; and 

identifying the probable word candidate 
from the list of probable word 
candidates for the vocalization based 
on the first character input . 



11. 



The method of claim 10 including: 
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rejecting the probable word candidate in 
response to an input by a user; and 

displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate from the list of probable 
word candidates. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
identifying step c) includes: 

narrowing a list of vocalized word 
candidates using the first character 
input to form a narrowed list of 
vocalized word candidates; 

narrowing the narrowed list of vocalized 
word candidates to a list of probable 
word candidates for the vocalization 
based upon an analysis of the 
vocalization; and 

identifying the probable word candidate 
from the list of probable word 
candidates . 

13. The method of claim 12 including: 
rejecting the probable word candidate in 

response to an input by a user; and 
displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate from the list of probable 
word candidates. 



14. The method of claim 1, wherein the 

identifying step c) includes: 
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analyzing the vocalization to produce a 
list of vocalized word candidates; 

narrowing a list of input word candidates 
using the first character input to 
form a narrowed list of input word 
candidates for the vocalization; 

comparing the list of vocalized word 
candidates to the narrowed list of 
input word candidates; and 

identifying the probable word candidate as 
a word candidate that is located in 
both the list of vocalized word 
candidates and the narrowed list of 
input word candidates. 

15. The method of claim 14 including: 
rejecting the probable word candidate in 

response to an input by a user; and 
displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate that is located in both the 
list of vocalized word candidates and 
the narrowed list of input word 
candidates . 

16. The method of claim 1 including providing a 
second character input that is indicative of a second 
character of the text entry word, wherein the 
probable word candidate identified in step c) is 
based on the first and second character inputs and 
the analysis of the vocalization. 
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17. The method of claim 1 including entering 
the probable word candidate in response to a 
selection by a user. 

18. The method of claim 17 including: 
providing a second character input that is 

indicative of a first character of a 
second text entry word; 
capturing a vocalization of the second text 
entry word; 

identifying a probable word candidate for 
the vocalization of the second text 
entry word based upon the second 
character input and an analysis of the 
vocalization of the second text entry 
word; and 

displaying the probable word candidate for 
the vocalization of the second text 
entry word. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the step of 
identifying a probable word candidate for the 
vocalization of the second text entry word is further 
based on the entered probable word candidate. 

20. A method of entering text into a device 
comprising : 
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a) providing a first character input that 
is indicative of a first character of 
a text entry; 

b) capturing a vocalization of the text 
entry; 

c) identifying a probable word candidate 
for a first word of the vocalization 
based upon the first character input 
and an analysis of the vocalization; 
and 

d) displaying the probable word 
candidate . 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the text 
entry consists of a single word. 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the text 
entry comprises multiple words. 

23. The method of claim .20, wherein the 
capturing step b) begins in response to the providing 
step a) . 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends after a predetermined period 
of time. 

25. The method of claim 20, wherein the 
providing step a) includes pressing a key 
corresponding to multiple characters. 
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26. The method of claim 20, wherein: 

the providing step a) includes pressing and 

holding a key; and 
the capturing step b) begins in response to 

the providing step a) . 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends after a predetermined period 
of time. 



28. The method of claim 26, wherein the 
capturing step b) ends when the key is released. 

29. The method of claim 20, wherein the 
identifying step c) includes: 

producing a list of probable word 
candidates based upon an analysis of 
the vocalization; and 

identifying the probable word candidate 
from the list of probable word 
candidates for the first word of the 
vocalization based upon the first 
character input . 



30. 



The method of claim 29, including: 
rejecting the probable word candidate in 
response to an input by a user; and 
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displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate from the list of probable 
word candidates . 



31. The method of claim 20, wherein the 

identifying step c) includes: 

narrowing a list of vocalized word 
candidates using the first character 
input to form a narrowed list of 
vocalized word candidates; 

narrowing the narrowed list of vocalized 
word candidates to form a list of 
probable word candidates for the first 
word of the vocalization based upon an 
analysis of the vocalization; and 

identifying the probable word candidate 
from the list of probable word 
candidates . 



32. The method of claim 31 including: 
rejecting the probable word candidate in 

response to an input by a user; and 
displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate from the list of probable 
word candidates. 

33. The method of claim 20, wherein the 
identifying step c) includes: 

analyzing the vocalization to produce a 
list of vocalized word candidates; 



narrowing a list of input word candidates 
. using the first character input to 
form a narrowed list of input word 
candidates for the first word of the 
vocalization; 

comparing the list of vocalized word 
candidates to the narrowed list of 
input word candidates; and 

identifying the probable word candidate as 
a word candidate that is located in 
both the list of vocalized word 
candidates and the narrowed list of 
input word candidates . 

34. The method of claim 33 including: 
rejecting the probable word candidate in 

response to an input by a user; and 
displaying an alternative probable word 
candidate that is located in both the 
list of vocalized word candidates and 
the narrowed list of input word 
candidates . 

35. The method of claim 20 including providing 
a second character input that is indicative of a 
second character of the text entry, wherein the 
probable word candidate identified in step c) is 
based on the first and second character inputs, and 
the analysis of the vocalization. 



36. The method of claim 20 including entering 

the probable word candidate in response to a 
selection by a user. 



37. The method of claim 3 6 including: 
providing a second character input that is 

indicative of a first character of a 
second text entry; 
capturing a vocalization of the second text 
entry; 

identifying a probable word candidate for 
the vocalization of the second text 
entry based upon the second character 
input and an analysis of the 
vocalization of the second text entry; 
and 

displaying the probable word candidate for 
the vocalization of the second text 
entry. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the step of 
identifying a probable word candidate for the 
vocalization of the second text entry is further 
based on the entered probable word candidate. 

39. The method of claim 36 including: 
providing a second character input that is 

indicative of a first character of a 
second word of the vocalization; 
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identifying a probable word candidate for 
the second word of the vocalization 
based upon the second character input 
and an analysis of the vocalization; 
and 

displaying the probable word candidate for 
the second word of the vocalization. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein the step of 

identifying a probable word candidate for the second 
word of the vocalization is further based on the 
entered probable word candidate . 



